
GEOGRAPHY 

Coal Lab Exercise 

A. Top 8 countries – 2019 coal reserves with amounts: 
 Actual values are abbreviated on the U.S. Department of Energy website,   
 but the actual numbers are given on the lab website. 

1. ____________________ with _______________________ short tons 

2. ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

3. ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

4. ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

5.  ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

6. ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

7. ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

8. ____________________ with _____________________ ST 

Known coal reserves in the entire world =   _____________________ ST 

B. Top 8 countries – 2019 total coal consumption with amounts. 
  

1. ____________________ used ____________________ short tons 

2. ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

3. ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

4. ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

5.  ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

6. ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

7. ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

8.  ____________________ used ____________________ ST 

Total consumption for the 
entire world (2019) =    _____________________________ ST 



C. Number of years it will take the U.S. to use up their coal reserves at 2019   
 rates. 

  U.S. amount from A divided by 
    U.S. amount from B = ___________ years 

D. Number of years it will take the World to use up all coal reserves at 2019   
 rates. 

  World amount from A divided by 
    World amount from B = ___________ years 

E. Number of years it will take China to use up all their coal reserves at 2019   
 rates. 

  China amount from A divided by 
    China amount from B = ___________ years 

THIS IS THE NUMBER WE HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT THE 
MOST BECAUSE THE PRICE OF COAL WILL BEGIN TO 
SKYROCKET AS CHINA RUNS OUT. 

F. U.S. coal consumption per year per capita 
  Take the U.S. amount from B and divide by 332,000,000 =  

    ______________ short tons per year per capita 

G. China coal consumption per year per capita 
  Take the China amount from B and divide by 1,400,000,000 =  
     
    ______________ short tons per year per capita 

H. India coal consumption per year per capita 
  Take the India amount from B and divide by 1,370,000,000 =  

    ______________ short tons per year per capita 

I. From section A, add together only the amounts from 
  China, India and the U.S. (the three most populated countries) 

    = _____________________________ short tons 

J. From section B, add together only the amounts from 
  China, India and the U.S. 

    = _____________________________ short tons 



K. Number of years until China, India and the U.S. use up their own reserves 

  Answer for letter I divided by 
    answer for letter J = ___________ years 

L. In one sentence, describe mountaintop coal mining. 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

M. Take another look at all of your answers above (A-K).  We are already 
resorting to mountaintop coal mining.  What methods will we use when the 
coal starts to run low?  Don’t answer that.  Will we tear down every 
mountain and fill up every valley in order to get the coal?  Don’t answer 
that either.  Answer this:  How do we avoid running out of coal? 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
           


